aN 
ADDRESS 


Houſe of Commons. 


NN 


{ Price ONE SHILLING. |] 


2 


AN 


ADDRESS 


TO THE 


MAJORITY 
OF THE 
Houſe of Commons. 


6 K 


L 0x: 0 
Printed for W. FLExNEy, oppoſite Gray's Inn 
| Gate, HoLBoOk n. | 


 MDCCLXXXIV. 


=y =_ 
_. . 
9 e 
— 4 
W; N af WP 
F Fi 7 s 
15 „ 


Harvard College Library, ö a — 


- 
Lord livers Pamphlet Collection. 
Gitt of Mrs. L. Bettman, 
| * hb, 8, 0. | 
; a» 1 4 
+4 4 
. 1 2 : . 
* 
* 
S 
7 
. | 
* 
* * £ : F an . - 
* " : o 1 q 
% 
4 g | 
F * 3 6 
ly 
* ; . 
F $ 
* 
8 4 
| 4 
2 > 
| — 
5 - 
: Py 
0 I 
Fa. W 
a / 
7 * ' 
* 
f * 
x 
# 
* 
* 
—_ = * 
* 
% 
- 
* 


ADDRESS, Kc. 


GENTLEMEN, 
de e T may not be unneceſſary, 


I previous to your again meet- 
ITY . ing in Parliament, to re- 


mind you of the Importance 
of that Truſt you are then to execute, 
and to recal to your Attention and delibe- 
rate Conſideration, the ſeveral Acts of 
Ros B | your 


11 
your laſt Meeting; as now the Fury of 
Party may have ſomewhat ſubſided, 


Things may appear in a clearer Light 


than the Prejudice and Intoxication of that 


Time would admit. 


Every Member of the Britiſh Com- 
mons ſhould conſider he acts in that Ca- 
pacity merely as a Truſtee, who, ſpeaking 
legally, cannot take to himſelf any Emo- 


lument from his Truſt, for, in fact, the 


Moment he becomes an intereſted Party, 
he both by Law and the Conſtitution is 
incompetent to a& as a Member of the 
Commons, though ſuch 1s the true Spirit 
of the Law and Conſtitutien, Cuſtom has 


broke in upon the Rule, and in Proportion 
as it has, ſo has the true Liberty of the 


Subject been abridged. 


Would 


E 

Would every Member hold this Idea of 
his being a Truſtee for the Public, it might 
go a great Way to remedy the Evils the 
People now complain of; and it is worthy 
of Conſideration, whether, if the Truſtees 
ſhould be found to abandon the Intereſt of 
| thoſe who have appointed them, the People 


having Strength, may not have Spirit to 


correct them; and there has not been a 
Time 1n the preſentReign when the People 
looked with more jealouſy to your Acts 


than they now do; it is therefore more 


than ever become neceflary for you to at- 
tend to THEIR Intereſt, to throw aſide all 
ſelfiſh and party Conſiderations, to oppole 
Faction, and ſupport only Measures and 


NOT Men; by this Conduct you will do 
away thatSlander which has been propagated 
againſt you, viz. © That you are determined 
eto give a uniform Oppoſition to every 
+ Meaſure propoſed by the preſent Admir 


“ niſtration, 


[ 8 
1 niſtration, and thereby to replace thoſe 
« Men you ſupported during the laft 


Months.“ It behoves you to convince 
the Country that this Report is the Child 


of Falſhood, for as on the one Hand it 
never can be thought by any reaſonable 
Man that a Majority of the Houſe of Com- 


mons are ſo determined in Corruption and 
Wedded to Party; in like manner, on the 
other Hand, was a Majority of the Houſe 


ſo to prove themſelves, there can be no 
Doubt but that the Reſentment and Indig- 
nation of both King and People would 
bring them to condign Puniſhment. 


The preſent State of theſe Kingdoms 
claiming all the Ability you poſſeſs and all 


the Attention you can give, conſiſtant with 
the Duty of your Truſt, no Day, no Hour, 

can be given to carry on the Intrigue of 
Party, to feed the Chagrine of Diſappoint- | 


ment, 


BE 
ment, to forward the Views of Ambition, 
to conſult on Meaſures of Oppoſition. 


If from the Conduct of Adminiſtration 
an Oppoſition on PRINCIPLE becomes neceſ- 
fary, let it riſe oh the Subject, let it not be 
a ſtudied Oppoſition to the Miniſter. You 
are not ſent to Parliament to ſupport or 


oppole any Party, but merely to eee 
the Peoples Rights. 


Having juſt hinted what though long 
| known, yet ſhould never be forgotten, I 
ſhall proceed to deliver my Sentiments on 
thoſe Miniſters you eſpouſed during their 
Exiſtence as ſuch in the laſt Months, and 
the Meaſures you purſued to effect that 
Support. 


As the Conduct of Mr. Fox and Lord 
North has placed them as the HEADS of 
| the 


v 
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OS 
the late Adminiſtration, I ſhall confine my 
Obſervations to them, paſſing over the 


others who held only oſtenſible Offices. 


*F 
a 


Lord North took on himſelf the Admi- 
niſtration of this Country at a Time when 


the Nation was in the higheſt Proſperity, 
enjoying the Bleſſings of Peace and Riches; | 
During his Adminiftration this Country 


loſt all her Glory and almoſt all her Riches, 
he left her in as abjeCt a State as ever 
Country knew; he continually, during his 
Miniſtry, held himſelf as not only the 
oſtenſible, but real Adviſer of all Meaſures, 
+ he wiſhed not to ſcreen himſelf behind 
the Throne,” he held himſelf anſwerable 
to his Country for the Acts of his Admi- 


niſtration, and at THaT TI ME held a 
Language of Reſponſability which did 
him honor. 


During 
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During the Whole of this Time he was 
uniformly oppoſed by Mr. Fox, who held 


and declared him incompetent to any Share 
in the Adminiſtration of this Country, in 


Language the moſt eng though not the 
moſt delicate. 


Mr. Fox, by Means of that artful Per- 


ſuaſion he ſo abundantly poſſeſſes, having 
mazed a Majority of the Houfe of Com- 
mons by Reſolutions (ſince reprobated, 1 
believe I may ſay by himſelf) drove Lord 
North from the Cabinet, and formed the 
Rockingham Adminiſtration. On the 
Marquis's Death a Diſſolution of that Ad- 
| miniſtration took place, and Mr. Fox once 
more became the Leader of Oppoſition, but 
finding his own Party too weak to eſfect 
any thing, by a Coalition with Lord North 
he overthrew the Remains of that Miniſtry 
be had OPT formed, and by a ſtrange 

mutation 
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mutation made thoſe Men his Friends who | 
were before his Foes, and thoſe who were 
his Foes his Friends, 


The Coalition thus formed, an Admini- 
ſtration was compoſed, at once the Wonder 
of this Country, the Ridicule of all foreign 
Nations, and the Contempt of all honeſt 
Men, and though by your kind Aſſiſtance 
they ſupported an Exiſtence of a few 
Months, fcaring leaſt, on Reflection, what 
you had done through Error might not be 
continued, they endeavored by a Coup de 
Main to make themſelves Independent of 
the whole Country. I ſhall not enter into 
the Demerits of the Eaſt India Bill; it is too 
univerſally reprobated to be at all neceſ- 
ſary; its late Fate has given a moſt reviving 
Aſſurance to this Country, that our Guar- 
dian Angel has not forſaken us, and that 
| 1 ©: aur 
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our Depravity has not yet Welchel the 
Proicction of Providence. 


Thus diſplaced, to continue your Con- 
fidence and Support, and to endeavor to 
regain the Popularity Mr. Fox once poſ- 


9 ſeſſed, an Oppoſition muſt be formed to 


the preſent Miniſtry, and they held out 
as inimical to the Liberties of the Country; : 
to effect this, that hackneyed, that pitiful, 
that incomphrehenſible thing, called SE- 
CRET INF LUENCE, muſt be held forth 
to the Public, and Characters che moſt 
| exalted i in Rank, and the moſt ſanctified 
by Virtue and Abilities ſacriſiced to the 
Occafion. Now, Gentlemen, ler me claim 
your Attention to a few plain Facts and 
Obſervations on this flimſy Bugbear of your 
late Leaders. Will Mr. Fox dare to ſay, 
The approved the Eaſt- India Bill 
in Council, and that he was ſet againſt it 
= | Cc by 
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by an Adviſer unſent for, unſolicited, and 
officious? Will he ſay that more than tbe 
Heads of 4 BIX contained in a Quarter 
of a Sheet of Paper were laid upon a er- 
tain Table, and from which the Tenden- 
cy of the Bill could not be diſcovered ? 
Will he ſay, The ——— knew of the 
full Contents of the. Bil until after the 


ſecond Reading ? Will he fay, The — _ 


did not require an Explanation of it; and 
that when given him, he diſapproved the 
Bill?—Mark, this Explanation was not 
kept SECRET, it was avowed publicly, and 
the Errter of its being PuBL1c, and not 
Ssckzr, is what Mr. Fox complains of, 
and yet it is called SECRET INF LU- 

ENCE. 


But, horrible to tell, Lord North now 
comes forward, and takes this Secret In- 
fluence to guard him from all Attacks on 
| his 
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his unfortunate Adminiſtration; he no 
longer remains the Avower and Supporter 


of his Acts, but complains of that “ Se- 
* cret Influence which has, during the 

© Whole of this Reign, been behind the 
4. Throne. Tell me, Gentlemen, does 
chis Man deſerve your Support ? He for- 
merly had it as aRing on his own Princi- 


ples and Plans; he then told you he did | 


ſo; he now ſays they were the Plans of 
ſome SgckEr INz#LUENCE, and yet he 

was the Man to carry them into Execution 
by deceiving you, yy 


Mer. Pitt, who, I admit, is a young 
Man, and being fo, is the more to be 


_ efteemed and admired, by reaſon that 


Ability and ſage Experience does not pro- | 


155 duce bis equal, has in your hearing been 

attacked (hen not preſent to defend him- 
ſelf ) as a 9 of SECRET INTL u- 
1 EN CE; 
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EN CE; and on what Grounds was this 
Attack made ? Grounds as falſe as the At- 
tack was ungenerous. . IN YOUR HEAR 
IN he declared himſelf, previous to his ; 
appointment, an Enemy to SECRET In- | 
FLUENCE; and the Reſolutions and Ad- 


ſolid and unanſwerable Arguments, viz. 
a Z 


dreſs propoſed, were oppoſed on the 


That no ſuch Influence was proved to exiſt, 
and therefore, till then, both Reſolutions 
and Addreſs were premature; and ſo I 
believe every honeſt unprejudiced Man in 
the Kingdom thinks. 


Thus, Gentlemen, have you been 
2 on by Art and Deſign, and pre- 
cipitaled i into Meaſures, at leaſt, unneceſ- 
ſary, and 1 ſhall endeayor to prove, not 

wholly conſtitutional. For your Coun- | 
try's Sake deliberate, and then reſolve ; 
; receive Proof, and then decide. 
; | You 


o . 


! 
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Lou are told, the Exigencies of the 
State are ſuch, chat Diſpatch is become ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. You have in your Ad- 
dreſs informed his Majeſty, that the 
Maintenance of the Public Credit, and 
the Support of the Revenue demand the 
moſt immediate Attention; and yet when 


ſuch is the State of your Nation, and ſuch 
the Diligence neceſſary, what have been 


the Labors of Mr. F ox or Lord North 
during the whole Summer Receſs? What 
are the Bills they have brought forward to 


| | 
protect and encreaſe our Commerce, to 


relieve our Burthens, or encreaſe our Cre- 


dit? Mr. Fox has offered you a Bill, cer- 


tain, on its Birth, to increaſe his Influence 


as Miniſter; but, as to national Benefit, it 
, was to have five Years trial to prove it 
of ſervice or not;—and Lord North has 


brought you a Poſt Bill. Have not both 


the Maiatenance of the Public Credit and 


the 
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the Support of the Revenue been totally 
neglected? And can any one ſay, but they 
were the very firſt Objects demanding 
your Attention ? But indeed, in them was 
not the Exiſtence of the Miniſter ſo imme- 
diately concerned as in the India Bill, and 
that alone can account for its having the 
Preference, — Are theſe the active, diſin- 
tereſted Miniſters the Times require ? Can 
you point out one Act whereby they have 
approved themſelves worthy your Support? 
Will the Oppoſition they threaten to the 
preſent Miniſters work that Diſpatch they 
hold ſo neceffary ?. Does it not, coupled 
with their late Conduct, demonſtrate 1 
fixed Determination to ſacriſice every 
Conſideration to their own Emolument ? | 
1 | 

His MaJesTy has ELECTED this Ad- 
miniſtration; and as it is your Duty (while 
they act worthy of it) to give them your 
Support, 
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Support, doubt not but you will do it. 
The Intereſt of your Country, your own 
Intereſt, and the Intereſt of your Poſte- 
rity, demand it; and notwitbſtanding you 
have been branded with the diſgraceful 
Epithet of being corrupt, your Conduct 


will, I truſt, evince that you yet remain 


a LOYAL, a DISINTERESTED, and a 
PATRIOTIC Body; and ſurely if ever an 
Opportunity offered of clearing your Cha- 
racers from the Stander of the Times, it is 
when the Integrity, Virtue, and Ability of 
a Pitt, a Thurlow, and a Gower claim 
your Support. Abilities, however great, 
if unattended by Integrity, are not to be 
regarded or truſted. The learned and 
pious Dr. Young very ſtrikingly exempti- 
fies this, when he ſays, „Wich the Ta- 
© [ents of an Angel a Man may be a Fool, 
&« if he judges amiſs in the ſupreme Point, 
** judging right in all others but aggravates 

« his 


1 


= his Folly; as it ſhews him wrong, though 
< pleſſed with the beſt Capacity of doing 
right.“ It therefore is an Union of Vir- 
tue and Ability that can alone command 
your Support: to give it to a Man of the 
other Character, is, in fact, lending an Ad 
to an Enemy to your Country's Rights, 
and your own Liberties. 


The ever memorable Reſolutions of the 
17th of December, I ſhall now endeayor 
to prove, as they were, for Reaſons be- 
fore mentioned, at leaſt unneceſſary; ſo 
they were not wholly conſtitutional. That 

;the three Branches of our Government 
ſhould be kept diſtin, and the one not 
encroach on the other, is the very Eſſence 
of the Conſtitution - if ever the Commons 
ſhould ſtop the Exerciſe of the Preroga- 
tire by Addreſſes, or the King the De- 
bates and Reſolves of Parliament by Meſ- 

ſages, 
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ſages, our glorious Conſtitution is anni- 
hilated. The Commons ſhould be left 
uninterrupted, unbiaſſed in their Delibe- 
rations, as ſhould the Crown in the Exer- 
ciſe of its inherent and indiſputable Rights. 
of what Tendency then was the Reſolu- 
tioa moved by a Crown LawvER, 
4 That it is neceſſary to the moſt eſſen- | 
< tial Intereſts of this Kingdom, and par- 
* ticularly incumbent on this Houſe, to 
t purſue, with unremiting Attention, the 
“ Conſideration of a ſuitable Remedy for 
< the Abuſes which ha ve prevailed in the 
** Government of the Britiſh Dominions 
* in the Eaſt- Indies; and that this Houſe 
© will conſider as an Abettor of thoſe 
6 Abuſes, and an Enemy to his Country, 
e any Perſon who ſhall preſume to adviſe 
“his Majeſty to prevent, or in any man- 
* ner interrupt the Diſcharge of this im- 
portant Duty; and the Addreſs that 
| D followed? 
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followed ? Surely it was well worth giving 
more than a thouſand Pounds a Year to 
procure ſo COMPLYING A LAWYER. 


Every moderate Man expected that here 
the Frenzy would have ended, but even 
the complying Anſwer of his Majeſty was 
not ſatisfactory to Mr. Fox, he addreſſed 
you, Gentlemen, on the Occaſion, expreſ- 
ſing his Diſapprobation of the King's An- 
ſwer, becauſe it had not declared, that 
you ſhould not at any time be diſſolved. 
Loet what will happen to call for the Exer- 
ciſe of the Prerogative in this particular, 
Mr. Fox declared his Wiſh to TYE DOWN. 
Tux KINs to an undertaking not to ex- 
erciſe it. I do not heſitate one Moment 
to declare that this is a daring Attack on 
the Rights of the Crown; and I ſhould 
not fear taking your Senſe of Mr. Fox's 
Declaration being ſo. The only palliative 
3 75 e ths 
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that can be made uſe of in Defence of 
theſe Reſolutions, is, that they paſſed at 

a Time when the Houſe was convulſed, 
and having all the Fears of immediate 
Death; and to a Man in ſuch a State, 

_ where the Horꝝs of Reſurrection do not Jup- 
fort him, he generally becomes diſtracted. 
That Apprehenſion, being for the preſent, 
baniſhed from your Mind, I truſt you will 
now conſider on the proper Means of re- 
ſtoring you to Health; a Relapſe is often 


more dangerous than a firſt Attack, and fre- 


quently brings on Death. As you regard 
therefore your own Exiſtence, you will 
be circumſpect in your Conduct, and by 
ſalutary Meaſures inſure at once a Con- 
tinuance of Life, and the Hope of a Re- 
ſurrection; for as a Set of independent 
Men, you cannot be deluded by Fallacy 
or falſe Reaſonings. Indeed ſuch was the 
laſt Addreſs you reccived from your late 

65 | Leader, 
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Leader, that its Application to the Speech 
of the fallen Angel will clearly demonſtrate 
in what a Reſpect he holds you. 


O Myriads of Immortal Spirits, O Powers 
Matchleſs, but with the Almighty, and that Strife 
Was not inglorious, though the Event was dire, 
As chis Place teſtifies, and this dire change | 
Hateful to utter : But what Pow'r of Mind. 0 
Foreſeeing or preſaging, from the Depth 
Of Knowledge paſt or preſent, could have fear d, 

How ſuch united force of Gods, how ſuch 

As ſtood like theſe, could ever know repulſe? 

For who can yet believe, though after loſs, 
That all theſe puiſſant Legions, whoſe exile 

 Hath emptied Heav'n, ſhall fail to re-aſcend 
Self. rais'd, and re- poſſeſs their native Seat? 


The ſtrongeſt Advocates of the preſent 
Adminiſtration wiſh but that they may be 
tried ; ; they are convinced, if their Efforts 
meet your Countenance and Support, the 


moſt happy * muſt enſue ta 
the 
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the Nation at large; and indeed a deter- 
mined Oppoſition to Men without trial, 
is too groſs a Conduct to be practiſed by 
any but the moſt abandoned, and muſt 
bring down the Reſentment of the Peo- 


ple who already look to the preſent Mi- n 


niſtry for Salvation; for notwithſtanding 
the vain boaſt of Popularity Mr. Fox 


makes, I will venture, in Caſe of a Diſſo- | 


lution, to meet him before any Body of 
IndependentEleRors in the Kingdom, and 
the Fear of meeting his Conſtituents ope- 
rates more to work him to prevent a Diſ- 
ſolution of Parliament, than all the Public 
Concerns united ; the Reception he met 
with at his Re- election on the Coalition 
was ſuch as by no means makes him eager 
again to court their Fayors. 


To 


3 
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- To conclude, it reſts with you whether 
the Parliament ſhall be diſſolved or not; his 
Majeſty has given you his Aſſurance that 
he has now no ſuch Intention ; therefore. 
_ unleſs made neceſſary, by what the Pub- 
lic give out, (but which I cannot credit) 
that you are determined to oppoſe every 
Meaſure of the King's Miniſters, you may 
reſt ſecure in the Enjoyment of your Seats, 
and of dying a natural Death, 


